




A CODES Naturalist 

is not only a person who 

specializes in the study of 

plants and animals in their 

natural setting, but is also 

a person who is enthusias-

tic about nature; able and 

excited to teach. CODES 

Naturalists have the rare 

opportunity to show 5th 

and 6th grade students 

hands-on experiences that 

bring textbooks to life!  

“As a naturalist in the Mile High Pines CODES 

program, I have been able to grow in just a brief 

amount of time. …I have grown in the way I 

teach science to younger age groups, I have 

grown in my walk with God through the influ-

ence of the staff, and I have been able to grow 

eternal fruit for Christ. The camp is one of the 

most beneficial growing experiences I have had 

in recent years. I had come to Mile High Pines so 

that I could gain a little more teaching experi-

ence after finishing my master’s degree in sci-

ence education. This program challenged me to 

develop lesson plans and a teaching methodolo-

gy that were both informative and interesting.” 

Chris Heater, 25 

Science and Math Teacher 

Serving in a 

ministry                

positions 

(missions, 

churches, 

camps, org.)   

Working in a 

teaching capaci-

ty. (public or 

private schools, 

or alternative 

instructor posi-

tions).  

Other 

(miscellaneous)  

Continuing education 

Most of our naturalists have gone on to teach, or get involved in a 
ministry that involves youth or missions. 



CODES Outdoor Education Program has the unique 

opportunity to serve a new school every week. We reach out 

to children who are  How many people get to hike for a liv-

ing? Well, here at CODES Outdoor Program you hike all 

throughout the San Bernardino National Forest; with 2 hour 

long classes you lead educational hikes teaching science, sur-

vival and basic wilderness knowledge to students both in 5th 

and 6th grade. From night hike to extended lake hike and eve-

rything in between, you have the platform to enrich the lives 

of young people, to not only learn about outdoor science, 

but to also work better with their fellow classmates and build 

character though team building exercises. One night of the 

week is a night of skits, performed by both Naturalists and 

Cabin Leaders. This night gives you the chance to be silly and 

put on an evening of laughter and entertainment, preparing 

your students for their own night of skits completely de-

signed and performed themselves and inspired by your silly 

and fun example.   

 

 Hiking and molding young minds, what could be any 

better? Not only do you get ample time in nature but you will 

gain practical experience with lesson planning, teaching, and 

refining your classroom management skills. Weekends are 

planned with fun and exciting excursions with trips that 

range from local tourist site here in Southern California to 

educational trips to museums and observatories. All in the 

company of other Naturalists, Cabin Leaders and administra-

tion staff giving you the chance to connect with your fellow 

coworkers. Alongside other Naturalists, living on site has its 

perks as well. Living in an environment with other like-

minded believers gives you the opportunity to grow in your 

walk, with ministry opportunities right here in your very own 

living space. With weekly bible studies for both guys and gals 

and fellowship with other believers. And since you will be 

outdoors for the majority of your time, you will be trained in 

Wilderness First Aid and certified before the students and 

your first class week begins.  



When you think about your own experience at 

science camp as a kid, one of the first and greatest im-

pression was made through a particular person. Cabin 

Leaders have the privilege of directly working along-

side students, day in and day out, on trails, at meal 

times and in their cabins. In that leadership role, a cab-

in leader teaches character by deed and example as 

soon as that student steps off the bus at science camp 

up till the day of departure. With all that time in be-

tween, cabin leaders take on the role of a counselor/

chaperone with the motivation to resolve conflicts to 

keep peace and maintain focus on the educational ma-

terial and team environment that the C.O.D.E.S pro-

gram offers.  

 On a full day of C.O.D.E.S you will wake 

up with the students around 7am and supervise as 

your students get ready for the day ahead. At break-

fast and all other meals, you accompany the students 

at their table and get to know kids from other cabins 

as well as your own. Then it’s back to the cabin to 

help them prepare for class, making sure every student 

has all essential items needed and ready to take a hike 

for the next two hours with their Naturalist. Now, de-

pending on the schedule of rotations you or your cor-

responding trail cabin leader, will assist the Naturalist 

on the trail while the other takes the next two hours to 

rest and recoup for their next scheduled time on. After 

class, students meet up at the same lineup location 

where you will pick your students up. Heading back to 

your cabin you will have some time to play games, or 

talk with your students. After lunch, there is another 

two-hour class for your students. Every afternoon 

there is Recreation Time, where cabin leaders will in-

struct kids at archery on the basketball courts, gaga 

ball pit, at our archery range or at the crafts corner. All 

week long you will help your students prepare for their 

end of the week skit. Every evening we offer a fun pro-

gram, as fun creators, you help get the students excit-

ed for evening games, campfire songs and skits, or a 

night exploring nocturnal animals and experiments!    




